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Perhaps more important than the numbers were the numerous positive comments made by the 
students. A few samples include:   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Because of Discovery Days I now 
know that I definitely want a 

career in the medical sciences.  
I’m so glad I had this opportunity!” 

“I expected something 
amazing and I got it!” 

“Working with the doctors and 
equipment was inspiring and very 
interesting as well as informative.” 
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SNAPSHOT OF PARTICIPATION IN 2007   
 

Host Site Participating 
Schools 

Participating 
Students & 
Teachers 

Presenters 
& Panelists

Other 
Volunteers 

# of 
Workshops 
Delivered 

University of 
Alberta 
 

34 129 28 25 24 

Memorial 
University of 
Newfoundland 
 

23 115 39 10 16 

The University of 
Western Ontario / 
Fanshawe College 
 

67 447 86 29 46 

Université de 
Montréal 
 

14 85 17 4 8 

University of 
Calgary 
 

45 248 42 26 26 

University of 
Manitoba 
 

93 364 95 12 43 

Montreal 
Neurological 
Institute 
 

27 119 31 5 18 

Total – 7 303 1507 369 111 362 
 
 
HIGHLIGHTS OF 2007  
 
A student was introduced to an entirely new career option at the University of Alberta Discovery 
Day. Feeling ill after having watched a video presented by the keynote speaker, he realized his 
intended career path – a family physician – was not for him. Later on in the day, he participated 
in an engineering workshop on making braces for children with spinal deformities and knew right 
away that a career in bio-medical engineering was for him. 
 
The keynote speaker at The University of Western Ontario was Dr. Brenda Gallie, 
granddaughter of 2001 CMHF laureate Dr. William Gallie.   
 
A participant at the University of Calgary was offered a summer job in Dr. Syed’s research lab 
after correctly answering a mind-stumping question during his keynote presentation. 
 
This year marked a 73% increase in aboriginal attendance at the University of Manitoba since 
2005. Most of these students traveled a distance of over 350 km to attend. 
 
 



2007 Discovery Days Report                                                                                                       Page 6 of 7 

Our 2007 keynote speakers were: 
 

• University of Alberta     Dr. Richard Martin 
 
• University of Western Ontario/Fanshawe College Dr. Brenda Gallie 
 
• Memorial University of Newfoundland  Dr. Proton Rahman 
 
• Université de Montréal    Dr. Lambert Busque 
 
• University of Calgary     Dr. Naweed Syed 
 
• University of Manitoba    Dr. Rebecca Schindle 

Dr. Pierre Plourde 
 

• Montreal Neurological Institute and Hospital  Dr. William Feindel  
Dr. Donatella Tampieri 

 
SPREADING THE WORD 
 
Wherever possible, the CMHF works with the communication department at the host site to 
develop a media plan for the event. In some cases, a media release is sent out (see Appendix 
IV), and in other cases the faculty publishes a story in their various publications (see Appendix 
V) or the local media covers the event (Appendix VI).  
 
 
RETURN ON INVESTMENT FOR NATIONAL SPONSORS 
 
In 2007, our national sponsors made a significant impact by providing the following opportunities 
to students, teachers and volunteers:   
 

• Over 1355 secondary school students explored exciting career options in medicine and 
the health sciences which generally leads to a greater number of youth pursuing these 
career destinations  
 

• Over 145 teachers acquired new ideas, resources and knowledge about careers in the 
health sciences which was taken back to their schools to potentially benefit the entire 
student population 
 

• Over 470 volunteers experienced the rewards of sharing their passion and interacting 
with students which helps to promote volunteerism 

 
In return for their contributions, our sponsors were given the opportunity to receive national 
exposure at seven Discovery Days in five provinces across Canada through the following:  
 

• The prominent display of their company banner in the registration area at each event 
 

• The prominent display of their logo on a PowerPoint presentation, sponsor poster board 
(Appendix VII), over 2800 agendas, over 1,000 workshop catalogues and over 480 thank 
you letters 
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• The participation of company representatives, either through a kiosk or on the career 
panel 
 

• The inclusion of promotional material in event packages distributed to over 1500 
participants 

 
• Recognition as a sponsor in our Discovery Day information package distributed 

nationally 
 
• Recognition as a sponsor in the program for The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame’s 

Induction Ceremony & Dinner 
 

• Recognition in the exhibit hall in London, Ontario (Appendix VIII) 
 

• Recognition on The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame website (www.cdnmedhall.org) 
 
 
OUR COMMITMENT FOR CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 
 
The CMHF team is well-positioned to work collaboratively with our partners to ensure that:  
 

• The Discovery Days program continues to be on the leading edge of exposing young 
people to opportunities in the health sciences 

• The involvement of Aboriginal peoples continues to grow knowing that they are the most 
under-represented in the health professions nationwide. CMHF is working with Health 
Canada to promote the Discovery Days program to First Nations, Inuit and Métis 
communities. 

• The caliber of speakers and presenters continues to be of the highest quality with a 
strong commitment to interactivity   

• All feasible opportunities to market the Discovery Days program are explored and taken 
advantage of     

• All sponsorship recognition benefits are delivered as promised and our sponsors are 
kept well-informed of the program’s success. 

 
 
DISCOVERY DAYS LINE-UP FOR 2008 
 

1. University of Toronto – April 22, 2008 
2. The University of Western Ontario/Fanshawe College – May 9, 2008 
3. Memorial University of Newfoundland – May 14, 2008 
4. Université de Montréal – May 30, 2008 
5. University of Calgary – October 17, 2008 
6. University of Alberta – October 22, 2008 
7. University of Manitoba – November 7, 2008 
8. McGill University/Montreal Neurological Institute and Hospital – November 28, 2008 



 The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame presents 
Pfizer Canada Discovery Day in Health Sciences 

The University of Western Ontario and Fanshawe College 
London ON 

Friday, May 11, 2007 
 

Workshop Catalogue 
 

Code Title Description AM PM Presenters 
A01 Organ Donation 

and 
Transplantation 

This workshop gives the student an introduction to 
organ donation and transplantation.  The donation 
arm of the presentation covers criteria for donation 
and the establishment of brain death as well as how 
organs are allocated, procured and transported to 
recipient operating rooms.  The transplant talk focuses 
on the history and evolution of transplantation as well 
as the current transplant process. 

40 40 Corinne Weernink 
 
NCB 101 

A02 Nursing:  The Key 
to Quality Health 
Care! 

Nursing is the key to quality health care.  It's a 
profession that's all about caring for people.  Nursing 
is an exciting career that offers a world of challenges 
and new opportunities.  This interactive workshop will 
outline the various settings in which nurses work and 
answer the question "What does a nurse do?" 

30 30 Veronica Beer 
Rebecca Noronha 
Lisa Stam 
Melissa Wilkinson 
 
LHSC – UH 
Auditorium B 

A03 Physiotherapy in 
Action 

Physiotherapy involves the individual in the 
improvement of mobility and function.  Areas of 
specialization include cardiovascular, neurological and 
musculoskeletal, to address the needs of the 
individual.  Hands on demonstrations will be utilized. 

6 0 Nancy Howes 
Ravi Rastogi 
Anu Sawant 
 
LHSC – UH 
C4 – 120 
Physiotherapy Dpt 

A04 Medical 
Laboratory 
Technology: 
Exploring Inner 
Space 

Explore and tour Pathology with a Histotechnologist 
and a Diagnostic Cytotechnologist. Take a deep 
breath and look at lungs up close and under the 
microscope. MLT's are an integral part of today's 
health care system performing complex tests to 
provide answers for patient diagnosis, treatment and 
research. 

18 18 Sue Brain 
Susan McRae 
 
LHSC – UH 
A3-100 Conference 
Room 

A05 Introduction to 
Transplantation 

This workshop will provide an introduction to the Multi-
Organ Transplant Program at the London Health 
Sciences Centre, in conjunction with The University of 
Western Ontario, from bench-top to bed-side.  It will 
also provide an opportunity for observation of heart 
transplantation in mice and hands-on learning 
microsurgery. 

10 0 Dr. Hao Wang 
 
LHSC – UH 
C9-131 and C9-135 

A06 Seeing How We 
Hear - Auditory 
Function and 
Dysfunction 

This workshop will explore human auditory function 
and assistive technologies used by persons who are 
hard of hearing.  You will examine your own eardrum 
using video otoscopy.  A hands-on tour of the 
Assistive Listening Device and the Anechoic Chamber 
laboratories in the National Centre for Audiology will 
complete the session. 

0 15 Dr. Margaret Cheesman 
 
EC 2262T 

A07 Measuring rates 
of photosynthesis 

Students will measure rates of light-dependent 
electron flow in the thylakoid membranes of isolated 
chloroplasts using a spectrophotometer. The effects of 
reagents that reduce or enhance these rates will also 
be investigated. A demonstration, using data 
acquisition software, of light-dependent proton 
translocation across the thylakoid membranes will 
also be presented. 

10 10 Dr. Rob Dean 
Members of the Biology 
Undergraduate Society 
 
NCB 325 
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Code Title Description AM PM Presenters 
A08 The Aortic Heart 

Valve:  Its 
Working and the 
Design and 
Construction of 
Its Replacement 

In this Engineering workshop you will participate in the 
dissection of a porcine heart to understand the 
construction of the natural aortic heart valve that 
controls the blood flow into the aorta.  You will learn 
the important engineering parameters that contribute 
to the functioning of the valve and how these 
parameters are used in the design and construction of 
a replacement aortic heart valve. 

4 0 Dr. Wankei Wan 
Donna Padavan 
 
TEB 420 

A09 An Engineering 
Perspective on 
the Beating Heart 

The electrocardiograph (ECG) was one of the first 
innovations attributable to the field now known as 
biomedical engineering.  Many important engineering 
principles are essential to the processes of measuring 
and interpreting an ECG.  This workshop will 
introduce biomedical engineering and a few of those 
principles through visual demonstrations and hands-
on experimentation with an elementary ECG device. 

20 0 Dr. James Lacefield 
 
SEB 3102 

A10 Computer 
Assisted Surgery 

This Engineering workshop will focus on the 
application of computer guided surgery for joint 
replacement surgery.  You will learn about computer 
aided surgical techniques before applying them in a 
demonstration of a simulated joint replacement 
operation. 

20 0 Jamie Brownhill 
Dr. James Johnson 
Colin McDonald 
 
SEB 3109 

A11 Biocomputing:  
Using DNA to 
Solve Problems 

In recent years there has been growing interest in 
cross-disciplinary studies between the fields of biology 
and computing.  In this workshop, we focus on the 
study of biocomputing, and provide a hands-on 
exercise, using methods in DNA computing to solve a 
classic problem:  The Travelling Salesman Problem. 

30 30 Dr. Michael Katchabaw 
Maia Hoeberechts 
Sandra McKay 
 
MC 320 

A12 Clinical Gait 
Analysis 

This Physical Therapy workshop will consist of a brief 
introduction to clinical gait analysis and a short review 
of biomechanical principles as they apply to gait.   
Students will be shown how kinematic and kinetic 
measures can be obtained from state of the art motion 
analysis equipment.  Clinical examples will be 
provided throughout the workshop.  A live data 
collection demonstration session will conclude the 
workshop. 

0 20 Ian Jones 
 
3M Centre, Room 1215 

A13 Medicolegal Death 
Investigation in 
Ontario 

Forensic sciences have achieved popularity in various 
media.  In Ontario, the coroner's act governs the 
investigation of certain deaths.  Medicolegal death 
investigation requires a systematic approach which 
can involve performance of autopsies by pathologists 
to determine various causes of death.  The 
postmortem examination also includes the 
interpretation of injuries. 

0 45 Dr. Michael J. Shkrum 
Dr. Jack Stanborough 
 
MSB M148 

A14 The Anatomy of 
Making a Racket: 
How Voice is 
Produced 

Ever wonder how we speak, sing, or simply make 
noise?  Why can’t your dog, cat, or parrot do the same 
thing? Come for a tour of the human neck and the 
special place called the larynx where we’ll let you see, 
feel, and even go on a 3D fly-through of the anatomy 
to understand how it works to create the sounds of our 
communication. 

40 40 Lisa Chin 
Dr. Timothy Wilson 
 
Anatatorium HSB 322 

A15 Purification of 
enhanced green 
fluorescent 
protein 

The jellyfish "Aquorea victoria" has a fluorescent glow 
that results from a protein it prduces naturally called 
green fluorescent protein.  Because of its fluorescent 
properties, this protein has become a powerful tool for 
studying movement of proteins within cells.  In this 
workshop, students will use an affinity tag and column 
chromotography to purify a modified version of green 
fluorescent protein from a complex mixture of proteins 
in a cell extract. 

20 20 Dr. Derek McLachlin 
 
 
MSB 120 



Code Title Description AM PM Presenters 
A16 Schulich 

Dentistry: A 
guided tour of 
dental education 
and research 

Students will gain exposure to the clinical training 
provided at Schulich Dentistry through a guided tour 
of the main adult dental clinic where up to 100 3rd- 
and 4th-year dentistry students work with patients 
from the community. In addition, a tour of the 
Simulation Clinic will provide insight into the training of 
1st- and 2nd-year students who learn and practice 
their technique on mannequin models before seeing 
real patients in their senior years. In the second part 
of the tour, students will visit the Skeletal Biology 
Laboratories to learn how cutting-edge research in 
areas such as cellular imaging, gene arrays and 
protein engineering is leading to new treatments for 
dental and skeletal diseases. 

45 0 Jason O’Young 
Daphne Pala 
Catherine Saunders 
Dr. Anita Woods 
 
DSB DS1002 

A17 Medical Physics 
and Imaging 
Research at 
Western 

Medical physics is the application of physics to 
medical problems, including the diagnosis and 
treatment of human disease such as cancer and 
vascular disease. Imaging is a rapidly expanding area 
of medical physics research that offers a window into 
the human body to view its structure and function.  
This workshop will discuss different methods of 
imaging and how they can be used, and will include a 
hands-on demonstration of imaging with ultrasound. 

30 30 Dr. Tamie Poepping 
Kwesi Agyem 
Joel Douglas Cox 
Majid Yousif 
 
PAB 137 

A18 Heads up...for 
Healthy Brains!!! 

Test YOUR memory...try a Memory Screening Test. 
This lecture style presentation including memory 
testing, power point presentation and video will 
provide an overview of how dementia affects the 
individuals, families and caregivers in our community 
who have been diagnosed with this progressive 
disease.  This workshop will provide an overview of 
how the Alzheimer Society continually assesses the 
needs of clients and caregivers and how we can best 
provide one-to-one support upon diagnosis and 
throughout the disease process.  Learn how the 
ASLM adapts to the challenges and celebrates the 
successes of providing education, social work support 
and volunteerism in the not-for-profit sector. 

0 25 Dawn Ruddick 
Kirsten Horlick 
 
NCB 117 

B01 Surface Tension 
and the Lung 

The objective of this workshop is to observe and 
appreciate how the lung works. Specifically, we will 
examine the role that surface tension plays in the 
inflation and deflation of the lung. 

8 8 Anne Petersen 
Nici Rocca 
Dr. Ruud Veldhuizen 
Mel Walker 
 
Lawson – St. Joseph 
H417 

B02 Neuronal 
Activation As 
Shown By Protein 
Detection 

You will be introduced to the area of electromagnetic 
radiation and its influences on function and biology.  
You'll see various pieces of equipment designed to 
observe heat sensitivity in mice.  From other 
previously conducted experiments, you'll observe 
changes in brain activity in mice resulting from 
experimental treatments such as mild restraint and 
electromagnetic fields exposure.  You will have the 
opportunity to view slides with examples of the 
changes. 

4 4 Dr. Yves Bureau 
 
Lawson – St. Joseph 
F5-131 

C01 Experience 
Nursing 

This interactive workshop allows participants to 
experience hands on nursing skills. Participants will 
enter our new simulated laboratory and use training 
mannequins to complete nursing skills and common 
assessments.  You will have the opportunity to take a 
blood pressure, listen to heart and breath sounds, 
learn proper hand washing techniques, and change a 

0 20 Carol Butler 
Dr. Sandra DeLuca 
Mary Anne Krahn 
Shelley Massé 
 
D2005 



Code Title Description AM PM Presenters 
dressing on a wound.  An overview of nurses’ work 
and career opportunities will be presented. Nursing 
faculty will be on hand to guide you and answer your 
questions. 

C02 Drugs and the 
Role of the 
Pharmacy 
Technician 

From its ancient origins in spiritualism and magic, 
pharmacy has evolved into a scientific pursuit 
involving the compounding and dispensing of 
medications; the provision of accurate drug 
information and the counseling on a wide range of 
medication-related issues. Although many drugs are 
manufactured by pharmaceutical companies, there 
are a number of products that require specialized 
compounding skills in order to meet patients’ specific 
needs. Step into a simulated pharmacy and take a 
look at how today’s pharmacy technicians are 
dispensing and compounding pharmaceutical 
products for customers and patients. Learn how to 
read a prescription; determine prescription quantities; 
or try your hand at compounding a pharmaceutical 
product. 

20 0 Greg Cottrell 
Bobbi Thomas-Bailey 
 
 
D2020 

C03 Respiratory 
Therapy:  a 
hands-on 
approach 

Respiratory Therapy is one of the fastest growing 
medical professions in the country.  Along with 
discussion on the profession of Respiratory Therapy, 
this interactive workshop will let you have hands-on 
involvement with many aspects of Respiratory 
Therapy equipment.  Using our training mannequins, 
you will apply oxygen therapy masks, insert artificial 
airways and use a mechanical ventilator to keep the 
"patient" alive.  You will also have the chance to 
perform special breathing tests using pulmonary 
function equipment. 

20 20 Sandy Annett 
 
D2029 

C04 Medical Radiation 
Technology - 
Imaging for Health 
Care 

Medical Radiation Technologists in the discipline of 
Radiography use ionizing radiation to produce images 
that assist in diagnosis of disease and trauma. This 
interactive workshop will show students different 
equipment and imaging techniques used to help 
visualize different body parts and systems. Students 
will be given an overview of what it is like to be a 
Medical Radiation Technologist working throughout 
different areas of the hospital such as, the operating 
suite, the emergency department and neonatal 
nurseries. 

20 0 Brian Howell 
Jamie Kueneman 
Liz Lorusso 
Kathy Parker 
 
D2001 

C05 Are You 
Interested in 
Becoming a 
Paramedic? 

Attend this action packed session and experience a 
physical fitness challenge, extrication of an entrapped 
"patient", and analysis of your heart rhythm using a 
cardiac monitor-defibrillator.  Participants will be able 
to tour an ambulance and converse directly with 
working Paramedics and current Paramedic students.  
If you enjoy being physically active, are able to make 
appropriate decisions under pressure, and enjoy 
working with a wide variety of people, this could be 
the career for you.  Check us out!! 

20 20 Charles Gelbard 
Mark Hunter 
 
 
J2017 

C06 Cardiovascular 
Monitoring 

Today’s employer expects fitness professionals to 
develop an individualized physical activity and lifestyle 
plan with tailored exercise prescription and follow-up.  
One aspect of exercise prescription involves 
monitoring of a client’s cardiovascular performance.  
Participants in this workshop will learn the skills 
necessary to set an appropriate intensity of work 
output on a bicycle and appropriately monitor a 
client’s response to this prescription. 

10 10 Dr. Tracy Gedies 
 
J2003 



Code Title Description AM PM Presenters 
C07 Oral Health - 

Exploring the Link 
to Whole Body 
Wellness 

In a dental clinic you will use an intra oral camera to 
examine structures in the mouth.  Using a coloured 
dye you will score the presence of dental plaque in 
your mouth and participate in a discussion of 
associated health risks. 

0 16 Caroline Lotz 
Lorraine Stock 
Laura Venema 
 
 
E2004 Dental Clinic 

C08 Making a 
Difference in the 
Lives of 
Emotionally 
Troubled Children 
and Youth 

During this interactive workshop, participants will have 
an opportunity to explore the dynamic role of the child 
and youth counselor by experiencing activities and 
demonstrations related to counselling youth, building 
therapeutic relationships and dealing with aggressive 
behaviour. 

20 20 Joanne Cox 
Julie Cross 
 
M2047 

C09 Eating Disorders:  
not new but on 
the rise!! 

This interactive discussion workshop will simulate and 
demonstrate current Social Service Worker (SSW) 
counselling and intervention approaches with teens 
with eating disorders.  Professors and students from 
the SSW (2 year Diploma and/or Fast Track) 
Programs in the Human Services Division at 
Fanshawe College will help participants to understand 
some of the causes and current interventions.  
Participants are welcome to ask questions.  Are you in 
interested in helping people?  Come and see why 
SSW is a very rewarding profession to consider and 
what we can do! 

20 20 Dr. Danielle Renaud 
 
H2004 

C10 Get the 
Leadership Edge 

Explore your leadership ability and how to create 
effective and supportive groups.  Experinece hands-
on initiative tasks and group work. 

0 20 Karma McClenaghan 
Jeff Sadler 
Marilyn Willis 
 
E2008 

D01 Cancer Research:  
What it’s about 
and why it matters 

Students will be introduced to the principles behind 
cancer research, current topics of interest and the 
relevance of cancer research to cancer patient care 
by cancer researchers at the London Regional Cancer 
Program.  Presentation by cancer researchers 
followed by question and answer session. 

45 0 Dr. Jim Koropatnick 
 
London Regional Cancer 
Program 

TOTAL 510 481  

 



 The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame / Pfizer Canada 
Discovery Days in Health Sciences 

 

EVALUATION SURVEY 

 
 
 

 
 
Date:        Location of Discovery Day:        

  Teacher/ Guidance Counsellor    Student     Other  
 
STUDENTS ONLY 
Before opening remarks, you will be asked to complete the chart below. When instructed to do so, 
please rate the following from 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest). 
My level of interest in a career in the health sciences   1 2 3 4 5 

My level of excitement about a career in the health sciences 1 2 3 4 5 

My knowledge of career options in the health sciences  1 2 3 4 5 

The certainty of my plans for a career in the health sciences 1 2 3 4 5 

The clarity of my sense of direction for the future 1 2 3 4 5 

 
STUDENTS AND TEACHERS/GUIDANCE COUNSELLORS 
As the day unfolds, please tell us how valuable each of the following was to you personally. 
 Not at all 

valuable 
Not very 
valuable 

Somewhat 
valuable 

Very 
valuable 

Extremely 
valuable 

 
Comments/Please explain 

Keynote 
lecture       

AM 
workshop       

 
AM workshop (code and title): ______________________________________________________ 

 
What did you like most / least about this workshop? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Not at all 

valuable 
Not very 
valuable 

Somewhat 
valuable 

Very 
valuable 

Extremely 
valuable 

 
Comments/Please explain 

PM 
workshop       

 
PM workshop (code and title): ______________________________________________________ 

 
What did you like most / least about this workshop? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please turn over… 
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 Not at all 
valuable 

Not very 
valuable 

Somewhat 
valuable 

Very 
valuable 

Extremely 
valuable Comments/Please explain 

Career panel       

Overall day       

 
To what extent did the day meet your expectations? 

Not at all Somewhat Fully Exceeded Comments/Please explain 

1 2 3 4 

 
 
 

 
Please rate the following: 

 Poor Fair Good Excellent Comments/Please explain 
Event facilities/physical 
environment      

 

General organization      
 

The amount of time 
allotted to the various 
components 

    
 

The pace of the day     
 

 
Please rate your satisfaction with the event overall: 

Very 
Dissatisfied Dissatisfied 

Neither 
Satisfied nor 
Dissatisfied 

Satisfied Very 
Satisfied 

 
Comments/Please explain 

1 2 3 4 5 

 
 
 

 
What suggestions for improvement would you make for next year? 
 
 
 
 
Would you recommend Discovery Day to other students?    Yes   No 
 
STUDENTS ONLY 
At the end of the day, please rate the following statements again from 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest). 
My level of interest in a career in the health sciences   1 2 3 4 5 

My level of excitement about a career in the health sciences 1 2 3 4 5 

My knowledge of career options in the health sciences  1 2 3 4 5 

The certainty of my plans for a career in the health sciences 1 2 3 4 5 

The clarity of my sense of direction for the future 1 2 3 4 5 
 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. Your feedback is important to us. 



University of Calgary, Memorial University of Newfoundland, 
Université de Montréal, University of Alberta, University of Manitoba, 

University of Western Ontario, Montreal Neurological Institute

2007 PFIZER CANADA DISCOVERY DAYS IN HEALTH SCIENCES

A total of 1309 students and teachers participated in this year's events. Of those who completed our 
evaluation survey, they told us the following about their experience:

95%

87%

86%

When we compared students' beliefs and attitudes towards a career in the health sciences before 
and after Discovery Day, we learned that:

94% of students expressed an increase or the same level of interest in a career in the health sciences

92% of students expressed an increase or the same level of excitement in a career in the health sciences

97% of students expressed an increase or the same level of knowledge in a career in the health sciences

90% of students were more or equally as certain about their plans for a career in the health sciences

91% of students were more or equally as clear about their plans for a career in the health sciences

When asked to rate four aspects of Discovery Day, students and teachers responded as follows:

When asked to rate the value of their morning and afternoon workshops,  74% of participants felt 
that they were EXTREMELY or VERY valuable. The career panel was EXTREMELY or VERY valuable 
for 70% of participants.
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of participants would recommend Discovery Day to another student 

of participants felt that Discovery Day was extremely or very valuable 

of participants stated that Discovery Day exceeded or fully met their expectations 

Results indicate that Discovery Days are priming youth for a career in the health sciences
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 10, 2007 
 

PRIMING YOUTH FOR A MEDICAL CAREER  
The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame / Pfizer Canada Discovery Day in Health Sciences 

 
London, ON – On Friday, May 11, over 450 high school students from across southwestern 
Ontario will spend the day sampling career options at the Discovery Day in Health Sciences. 
The annual event is hosted by The University of Western Ontario and Fanshawe College and 
organized by The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame.  
 
Keynote speaker Dr. Brenda Gallie will start the day by describing her chase to find a cure for 
retinoblastoma, a hereditary cancer which causes life-threatening tumours in infants.  Dr. Gallie 
is the Director of the Retinoblastoma Program at the Hospital for Sick Children. Her work in 
saving the sight and lives of babies may someday find her in the shoes of her grandfather, Dr. 
William E. Gallie, who was inducted into The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame in 2001.    
 
“The University of Western Ontario, in partnership with Fanshawe College, is proud to offer this 
highly successful national program that has proven to raise students’ level of excitement, 
knowledge and clarity about a career in the health sciences.  We're confident that exposure to 
events like Discovery Days will peak a life-long interest in the health sciences, and many of 
those attending Discovery Days will pursue careers that help advance practice and science in 
the health professions,” says Dr. Jim Weese, Dean of Health Sciences. Other participating 
faculties at Western include the Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry, Western 
Engineering and the Faculty of Science. 
 
Futures will open up as the day unfolds through interactive workshops, conversations with 
scientists and a panel discussion. Details are found in the attached document.   
 
“In the program’s eleven-year history, The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame has delivered 40 
Discovery Days in 14 universities and colleges across the country and this year’s event in 
London is our biggest yet. It’s rewarding to know that we’ve got a program that is so highly 
sought after by students, teachers and academic institutions,” says Janet Tufts, Executive 
Director of The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame.      
 
The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame is a non-profit organization that offers this program at no 
cost to students or schools thanks to the generous support of our lead sponsor Pfizer Canada 
and other sponsors, including Great-West Life, London Life, Canada Life, Canada’s Research-
based Pharmaceutical Companies, Canadian Institutes for Health Research, TD Financial 
Group and MDS Inc.   

 
- 30 - 

 
For more information, contact Janet Tufts, Executive Director of The Canadian Medical Hall of 
Fame at 519-488-2003 or visit www.cdnmedhall.org.  
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The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame / Pfizer Canada 
Discovery Day in Health Sciences 

 
The University of Western Ontario and Fanshawe College 

Friday, May 11, 2007 

TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION & INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR MEDIA 

8:45 am  Welcome & Opening Remarks 
North Campus Building at Western  
Check in at the registration desk 
 

9:00 – 
10:00   

Keynote Lecture – Global Strategies for a Rare Eye 
Cancer in Babies 
  
Dr. Brenda Gallie, Director, Retinoblastoma Program, 
The Hospital for Sick Children 
 

North Campus Building at Western  
Check in at the registration desk 
 

10:30 – 
12:00 

Morning Workshop 
 
Media can choose from: 

1. The Aortic Heart Valve 
Students will dissect a porcine heart to understand 
how the aortic heart valve is constructed and how 
replacement valves are designed and built.   
 

2. Medical Radiation Technology 
Students will be exposed to the latest equipment 
and imaging techniques in this brand new lab.  
 

 
 
 
Go directly to the workshop in the  
Engineering Building at Western, 
Room 420 
 
 
Check in at Marketing and 
Communications at Fanshawe, 
Room E1003 

1:00 – 
2:30  

Afternoon Workshop 
 
Media can choose from: 

1. Seeing How We Hear 
Students will explore human auditory function and 
assistive technologies and examine their own 
eardrum using video otoscopy.   
 

2. Respiratory Therapy 
Students will use mannequins to apply oxygen 
therapy masks, insert artificial airways and use a 
mechanical ventilator to keep the “patient” alive.  
 

Go directly to the workshop 
 
 
Go directly to the workshop at 
Elborn College at Western, Room 
2262T 
 
 
 
Check in at Marketing and 
Communications at Fanshawe, 
Room E1003 

3:00  – 
4:00  Career Panels 

North Campus Building at Western  
Check in at the registration desk  
 

  
Campus maps at: http://www.uwo.ca/maps/ and http://www.fanshawe.ca/maps/map.pdf 
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May 10th, 2007 

Discovery Days links students with 
health science careers 
 

 
Potential career opportunities for high school students will be the 
focus of Discovery Days in Health Sciences, Friday, May 11, 
presented by Western and Fanshawe College.  
 
The one-day event will offer guest speakers, workshops and career 
panel discussions all designed to ignite students' interest in 
medicine, research and the health sciences.  
 
"We're confident that exposure to events like the Discovery Days 
will peak a life-long interest in the health sciences, and many of 
those attending Discovery Days will pursue careers that help 
advance practice and science in the health professions," says Jim 
Weese, Western's Dean of Health Sciences.  
 
Brenda Gallie, Director of the Retinoblastoma Program at the 
Hospital for Sick Children, is the keynote speaker and will discuss 
global strategies for retinoblastoma, a rare eye cancer in babies.  
 
Since 2001, The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame has p a r t n e r e d 
with Pfizer Canada and medical universities across Canada to 
present Discovery Days to encourage students who may be 
interested in pursuing a career in health sciences to follow that 
dream.  
 
"It's rewarding to know that we've got a program that is so highly 
sought after by students, teachers and academic institutions," says 
Janet Tufts, Executive Director of the Canadian Medical Hall of 
Fame.  

Discovery Days Keynote Speaker Brenda Gallie
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2007
      

That's Doctor G.I. Jane 

Taste of army life pleasant surprise  

Sat Nov 3 2007 

By Carol Sanders 

ERIN Collins admits she's no G.I. Jane.  

"I can't do 99 bare-knuckle pushups," said the 17-year-old 
Vincent Massey Collegiate student. But she's now seriously 
considering a medical career with the Canadian Forces after 
meeting military medical women Friday. 

She was one of 350 students from 95 Manitoba high schools 
who took part in Discovering Days at the University of 
Manitoba's faculty of medicine. 

It's designed to address the shortage of health-care 
professionals by exposing students with an aptitude for sciences 
to the different types of health-care professions. 

"It gives them hands-on opportunities in workshops and a 
chance to meet people working in the field," said Wayne Heide, 
administrative director for the office of Rural and Northern 
Health. 

Meeting other women working in the military medical field was an eye-opener, said Collins. 

"I thought being a woman in the army would be very difficult and unpleasant," she said, having seen the movie G.I. 
Jane. It suggested women have to be leaner, meaner, stronger and tougher to earn respect from their male 
colleagues.  

Collins said meeting women like Maj. Cheryl Netterfield, a military doctor, was a pleasant surprise. 

"Many of the women spoke about how the military has changed their lives. They have nothing but good things to say."  

Netterfield gave students a look at the harsh realities of military life when deployed to places like Afghanistan.  

Health-care professionals don't fly first class. They sleep on bunks, eat in the mess hall and work in tents. She showed 
them pictures of medical personnel treating the wounded, and a ramp ceremony for a fallen soldier. 

Netterfield told students she joined the military to pay for her medical school and living expenses. After serving her 
required number of years, she decided to stay.  

"It's all about personal fulfillment, the types of experiences you have, the friends you make and the memories you take 
away," said Netterfield. 

Collins said she's sure she wants to be a doctor and dreams of working for Doctors Without Borders one day. Now she 
sees the military as another possibility. 

 
Ruth Bonneville / Winnipeg Free Press 

Students Erin Collins (left) and Calandra Lenchuk (right) 
work on a 'patient' with Pte. Young (second from left) 
and Cpl. Todd.  
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Students were able to attend two of the 27 workshops.  

Those who attended the family physician workshop were able to perform colonoscopies, sutures and even deliver babies 
-- but using simulators, not people. 

"I got to touch a pig's lung," laughed Brittany Dorion, of The Pas, who had just attended a workshop on children's 
health. She was looking forward to the session on oral health in the afternoon.  

"I want to be a dentist," the Grade 12 student said.  

Discovery Days is offered at no cost to students and their schools. Its sponsors include Pfizer Canada, Great-West Life 
and the University of Manitoba. 

carol.sanders@freepress.mb.ca 
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