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Vision 
 
The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame is a national charitable organization that serves 
as an enduring tribute to the Canadian men and women who, now and in the past, 
have contributed to the understanding of disease and the improved health and well 
being of people everywhere. 
 
 
 
Mission 
 
The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame celebrates discovery and innovation in medical 
science with the goal of raising awareness of Canada’s rich medical history.  Through 
educational programs, The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame encourages young 
people to pursue careers in the health sciences, fostering future generations of 
medical heroes. 
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The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame laureates are Canadian physicians, medical 
scientists, health care professionals and citizens who have made outstanding 
contributions to medicine and the health sciences. Awards may be bestowed for a 
single meritorious contribution or a lifetime of superior accomplishments. 
 
Categories for induction 
 
Laureates are recognized for their work in one or more of the following categories. 
Nominators are asked to indicate on the nomination form which of the categories 
most applies to their candidate, but the selection is not based on the categories in 
any way. The four categories are: 
 

Applied Research  
The application of medical scientific discovery by means of technological 
innovation and/or delivery systems for the promotion of health and prevention 
of disease  

 
Basic Research  
Biomedical, biological or other scientific research that has relevance to the 
understanding of disease and/or advancement of health care    

 
Builder  
Leadership by an individual in the creation of an institution, program, academic 
discipline, or group of co-workers which, over the long term, has endured to 
the benefit of medical science in Canada  

 
Clinical Care  
Innovative Leadership through health care, health education and/or health 
research exemplifying professionalism and services to humankind  

 
The nomination process 

Nominations must be made by two individuals according to the following important 
guidelines: 

• Both nominating parties must sign and submit a nomination letter. Each 
nominator may submit a letter, or they may submit one letter that is co-signed  

• State the reasons for nomination in the nomination letter(s), or by way of 
supporting material (i.e. letters, curriculum vitae, biography)  

• Complete the nomination form (attached) 
• Submit eight (8) copies of all nomination material, including the nomination 

letter(s) and the nomination form  
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The selection process 

Once the nominations close, the CMHF compiles all active nominations and 
distributes a copy to each of the Selection Committee members. Active nominations 
include those that were submitted but were unsuccessful in the previous two 
inductions (i.e. a nomination remains active for three consecutive inductions). 

Each Selection Committee member reads through and assesses the merit of each 
nomination before convening as a group to carry out an in-depth evaluation of all the 
nominations. They follow a process established by the CMHF Board of Directors. The 
CMHF Executive Director is present at the Selection Committee meeting, but only to 
answer procedural questions.  
 

2009 Selection Committee 

Chair:    
 

Pierre Chartrand M.D., Ph.D.  
Acting President, Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Ottawa ON 

 
Committee members:  
 

Carol Cass Ph.D., F.R.S.C. 
Director, Cross Cancer Institute, Edmonton AB 
 
Joseph B. Martin M.D., Ph.D. 
Professor of Neurobiology, Harvard Medical School, Boston MA 

 
Reginald Nadeau M.D., F.R.C.P.(C) 
Professor Emeritus, Hôpital du Sacré-Coeur de Montréal QC 

 
Dominique Tessier M.D., C.C.F.P., F.C.F.P. 
National Director, Medisys Health Group, Montreal QC  

 
Catharine Whiteside M.D., Ph.D., F.R.C.P.(C) 
Dean, Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto ON  
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q Do you have to be a Canadian citizen to nominate someone? 

A No. The nominee must be a Canadian citizen but can be nominated by 
anyone. 

Q Do you have to be a Canadian citizen to become a laureate? 

A Yes. The nominee must be a Canadian citizen in order to be considered for 
induction by the Selection Committee. 

Q Are six people always inducted? 

A No. The Selection Committee has the option of selecting up to six people per 
induction. 

Q Do you consider candidates posthumously? 

A Yes. However, there must always be three living inductees for each induction.  
 
Q Who selects the inductees? 

A Inductees are selected by a committee of prominent health and medical 
professionals from across Canada. The committee acts at arm’s length from 
the CMHF Board of Directors.  

Q How will I know if my nomination has been successful? 

A Within five days of the Selection Committee meeting, a committee member or 
designate notifies each nominee (or next-of-kin). All nominators will receive 
written notification of the outcome of the selection process regardless of 
whether their nominee has been selected. A media announcement occurs 
within one month of the Selection Committee’s final decision. 

Q Do I have to re-submit my nomination if I would like my candidate to be 
reconsidered for the future inductions? 

A All nominations remain active and eligible for three consecutive inductions. 
Following that period, nominations must be re-submitted for consideration. 

 



Laureate Nomination Package 

Updated on 2008-04-07                                                                                                          Page 6 of 6 

Q How do I find out if someone has already been nominated before? 

A Please contact the CMHF office at 519-488-2003 or cmhf@cdnmedhall.org. 

Q Who do I contact if I have questions or require further information? 

A Please contact the CMHF office at 519-488-2003 or cmhf@cdnmedhall.org.  

 

 

Be sure to visit our website often for updates on the  
2009 Induction Ceremony! 

www.cdnmedhall.org 
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Laureate Nomination Form 
(please print) 

  
 
 

 
Name of nominee 
(Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms first name, last name) 

 

Is this nominee a Canadian citizen?  

Is this nominee a Nobel Prize winner? 
(If so, please specify the year) 

 

Is this a posthumous nomination?  
 
 

Please provide contact information for the nominee 
(next-of-kin for posthumous nominations – specify relationship) 

Name of Nominee/Next-of-Kin 
(Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms. first name, last name)  

Business name and address, if 
applicable  

Business phone  

Home address  

Home phone  

Email  

 
Please specify nomination category 

 Applied Research  Basic Research 
 Builder  Clinical Care 

   
Briefly state the primary contribution made by this individual 

 
 
 
 

 
Please check documentation included with this nomination 

 Nomination form 
 Signed letter(s) from two principal nominators 
 Curriculum vitae and/or biography (optional) 
 Up to 3 letters of support no more than a total of 8 pages (optional) 

 Other – please specify  
(Please note that we do not accept books, magazines, artifacts, etc.) 

Please include eight (8) copies of each piece of documentation. 
Copies must be collated and on 8.5 x 11 paper (i.e. suitable for inclusion in a 3-ring binder). 

Do not staple. 
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Contact Information for the two principle nominators 

Name 
(Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms. first name, 
last name) 

  

Business name and 
address, if 
applicable 

  

Business phone   

Home address   

Home phone   

Email   
 

Please note that only the principal nominators will be  
contacted regarding the status of this nomination. 

 
Where did you learn about the call for nominations? 

 Email  CMHF Website  Advertisement  Word of mouth 
  

 Other, please specify:         
 

For more information about the nomination and selection processes,  
please visit our website at www.cdnmedhall.org or call 519-488-2003. 

 

 
 

Thank you for recognizing a Canadian medical hero! 
 

 
PRIVACY POLICY 

 
The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame respects your privacy. We protect your personal information and 
adhere to all legislative requirements with respect to privacy. We do not rent, sell, or trade our mailing 
lists. The information you provide will be used to facilitate the laureate nomination process and to keep 
you informed about the activities of The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame.  If at any time you wish to be 
removed from our mailing list, simply notify us by phone at 1-519-488-2003 or via e-mail at 
jtufts@cdnmedhall.org  and we will gladly accommodate your request.   




